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· Why did the puritans  immegrate to new England ?

· What  are the goals on which the puritans established their colonies?

· What are the main reasons  led to rebellion?

·   Masters of revolution, Thomas hooker(1587-1647),  Roger Williams(1604-1683),  Anne Hutchinson(1591-1643).

Abstract
Puritan Role In New England
"Having failed to reform England by their written or spoken word , some  puritan leaders conceived the idea of persuading their countrymen by the example of the model puritan community.  This was the goal of many  who joined in the great migration to New England  in the 1630s. As John Winthrop (1588-1649) , the first governor of Massachusetts , expressed:" we shall be as  a city upon a hill" ."( Eliade, Marcicea. The encyclopedia  of religion. page 104).
When Massachusetts Bay and Playmoth colonies  were united together in 1691 , it has been taken for granted  that puritans lack the sense of democracy in governing society. this  was due to  Calvinism  which emphasized on the Old Testament and aristocratic concept which was evident in the speech of John Winthrop intended to the new settlers as a ceremony on the occasion  of model of Christian charity. This very speech implies that puritan society should have two kinds of worshipers , those who are eminent and others who are "subjection".
"Massachusetts and commonwealths of Connecticut (founded in 1636), and New Haven (1637) and the moderate separatist colony of Playmoth represented an orthodoxy that was designated the new England way. Their social and political fabric  was knit from ideas  of Christian organization owing much to English rural traditions as well as to the corporate  straight in puritan thought. In matters of religion,  the  orthodox developed  a congregational church structure with all residents required  to attend services but with full membership and its privileges reserved for those who could persuade their peers that they had experienced saving grace."( Eliade, Marcicea. The Encyclopedia  Of Religion. page 104-105)

The governing theory of the puritans was that of religious stewardess.  Calvin  insisted on the assent of church membership as a necessary qualification to holding any office of the church. The more lowly members are considered as the spiritual charges of their religious and spiritual leaders. They were treated in such  kind of humiliation that created en enormous desire of rebellion.
Historically speaking , the first chasing of minister at Salem  on July 20, 1629 was accomplished according to congregational procedure. The two men were sent out, namely:  Franc Higginson who was selected as a teacher, and Samuel Skelton who was chosen as the preacher of the colony;  where chosen according to system of voting that  allowed only free men  among settlers and members of the church  to vote. This implied that only the rich could do.
The ministers did not hold offices , and the ultimate control of churches overwhelmed in the state.

Colonies were built so largely, that was because skillful men corresponded their efforts to establish the new community hand in hand with the authority of the church and civil government. These pioneers were still having the seeds of Anglicanism,  its concept of thinking and philosophizing  man`s existence;  they were very loyal  to the theory as much as they could. However, the dream of a theocratic state began to vanish  step by step. The last nail in this dream`s coffin was when  property ownership replaced church ownership to estimate man in new charter.  Revolting voices began to arise led by pioneers  namely:  Thomas  Hooker,  Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson and others.
Eliade stated that building a community according to religious basis would not allow this community to live for long time,  and the seeds of struggle are contained within its body : "The achievement  of this orthodoxy was not without struggle. Puritans who migrated  from England left the status of dissenting majority with the structure of the state church to cope with the challenge of translating their general principles into institutional practice and statements of faith. Vigorous individuals offered their  perspectives , and through the efforts of clergy men  such as John Cotton (1584-1647), Richard Mather (1596-1669),Thomas Hooker (1586-1647),John Davenport(1597-1670), and Thomas Sheppard (1605-1649) a consensus emerged that would be articulated in the Cambridge Platform (1648). Some puritans found themselves outside this emerging boundaries  of acceptable belief. Many responded by conforming , but Roger Williams (1603-1683), Anne Hutchinson (1591-1643) , and others who would not bend were excluded; some, including Williams and Hutchinson, took up residence in Rhode Island , forming a society that rapidly achieved notoriety as a haven of radicalism."
(Eliade, Marcicea. The encyclopedia  of religion. page 104-105.)
Thomas hooker (1587-1647)
Thomas hooker (1587-1647) had come to Massachusetts  1633 in order to practice true Christianity without interference from the State.  He became the minister at the New Town in 1638.  His congregation  dissatisfied  with the too rigid control  exercised by the Salem church , petitioned to be allowed to move to Connecticut . 

Hooker  led his folk to Hartford  in defiance of authority  and set up his own somewhat liberal  from the Bible commonwealth. He was the virtual dictator of Hartford congregation , and though under the  "fundamental orders " of 1636 which implies  that only the governor  has the right to  choose the church members, and implies that the right to vote  was given only to those who were given the solemn promise,  persons sympathetic with  the aims of the church and  those were admitted to citizenship, Hooker maintained that any adult male who owned property should be able to vote and participate in civil government, regardless of church membership.
· Massachusetts bay colony  couldn't bear too much as Thomas hooker and John Cotton (1584-1652) , the first great leader of Boston church . From  the early time a clash began causing movement in principles  and the  one solution  was, simply, moving into the seemingly endless frontier. Hooker continued to be in contact with John Winthrop and Roger Williams. He traveled to Boston often to help settle intercolonial disputes. "He is also remembered for his role in creating the "Fundamental Orders of Connecticut". This document is one of the modern world's first written constitutions and an influence upon the current American Constitution, written nearly a century and a half later."(http://www.massmoments.org/moment.cfm?mid=88)
Roger Williams (1604-1683)
Roger Williams (1604-1683) was born  about 1604 in London, he was educated at the Charter House and at Pembroke College, Cambridge, where he received his degree in 1627; he certainly devoted himself to the study of theology. In 1629, he decided to emigrate to New England.  He was liberal thinker from  the very first generation of colonies, thus he clashed with the authorities. He  refused the position of the Salem's church teacher because  he was deeply convinced that Massachusetts  society should be separated  from Anglican church. Later on, he accepted the position,  but continued  advocating the principle of  separation which the puritan society did not approve.

He also questioned the validity of the charter saying that the king has no right to distribute lands among settlers  while  they belong to Indians  who were still existed on these lands. Further  he said that
Magistrates  should not  administer both to unregerate men .finally at the top of the hierarchy, he said that the civil man should not be punished for his  religious opinions. 

He was called before  the general court in July 1635 , his opinions were taken erroneous and dangerous and he was condemned to punishment .Williams, waiting to be cured of disease continued advocating his principles which caused the authorities` rage to arise more and more  until  he fled  into the forest where he wondered for fourteen weeks, then  he found hospitality among  Indians.  He purchased in 1636 the site of the present city of providence, Rode Island. He met a group who found that the theocratic  rule of the puritan  too oppressive, so they put the basis  of the new colony, were they agreed that the will of the majority should prevail. Their new settlement  based upon complete religious toleration, to become "a shelter for persons distressed for conscience."  Many settlers came from Massachusetts and elsewhere, among others some Anabaptists, by one of whom in 1639 Williams was baptized, he baptizing others in turn and thus establishing what has been considered the first Baptist church in America. Williams, however, maintained his connection with this church for only three or four months, and then became what was known as a "Seeker", or Independent, though he continued to preach.
Meanwhile , John Cotton said that Williams  was so wrong in the way he interpreted the Bible , so he was sinning against his own conscience ; Cotton could  easily earn the  position in the first place  for his rash opponent , but the principle has been already been established  when Martin Luther declared  that every believer  could be his own priest.

Roger Williams the founder  of democratic ideals , was  a devoutly religious man , whose ideal community  was one in which everyone should  be so fired with the love of Christ.

Anne Hutchinson
Anne Hutchinson was a wife, mother, religious leader, and perhaps the first American feminist.
She bore 15 children and learned midwifery, a skill that entitled a woman to special respect and esteem. She also maintained her interest in theology. She and her husband became devoted followers of the Puritan preacher John Cotton. At a time when Puritans could not worship freely in England, they chose to follow the Reverend Cotton when he emigrated to Boston in 1633.

"Bostonians appreciated her skill as a midwife; when she began to hold prayer meetings for women in her home, she seemed the very model of Puritan womanhood. John Cotton later remembered that "[a]t her first coming she was well respected and esteemed. . . . I hear she did much good in our Town, in women's meeting [and] at ChildbirthTravells."(http://www.massmoments.org/moment.cfm?mid=88)
 she was holding  meetings in her own home to discuss  the sermons in the previous Sunday 
which means that the ministers were under criticism, she found the ministers, except for John Cotton, lacking in the spirit of God. .It is important to note that even though her views were construed as dissent by the rulers of the Puritan colony, Anne had never intended to offend anyone.  Her views were simply those of an educated individual with a healthy attitude towards a Church she wished to actively participate in and help flourish.  Anne's creed was simple, and this is what worried the leaders of the colony; after all, how could you control a flock which did not feel they had to abide by a strict set of rules to gain admittance to heaven? She  was accused  of ultimate heresy. She was a women of vigorous and independent mind, She declared that   a new doctrine  was inspired to her from divinity. She set the covenant of the  grace , by which she meant direct communication between man and  god. like Williams , Anne Hutchinson stood before a Massachusetts court, charged with heresy and sedition. In 1638 she would be excommunicated from the church and banished from the colony for holding and teaching unorthodox religious views. she took refugee to Rohde Island. " With her family and 60 followers, Hutchinson was banished into the more tolerant wilds of Rhode Island; she is counted among the founders of Portsmouth. After her husband’s death, in 1642, she took her youngest children and removed to New York where, a year later, she and all but one child were slaughtered in an Indian raid." ( Gomes, G, Peter .  Anne Hutchinson Brief life of Harvard’s “midwife”: 1595-1643.  Harvard Magazine, November-December 2002.)
The paptists' principles that she and  Williams stood for  spread rapidly  in the puritan colonies.

Puritans  experienced under the impact of colonial conditions , the new England congregational churches admitted to membership only adults and genuine Christian experience and their children.

Conclusion
"The story of Puritanism merges into the story of the denominations it spawned, but as  a cultural movement it continued to have relevance . in America  the literary offerings of Anne Bradstreet (1612-1672), Michael Wigglesworth, and Edward Taylor (1663-1729) and the range of the writings of Cotton Mather (1663-1728) betokened  the vitality of Puritanism. When Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) spoke to the people of Connecticut  valley in the 1730s , there was sparked a great a wakening not only of the religious enthusiasm in general but of distinctively puritan outlook on the universe , and the sinners who inhabit it."( Eliade, Marcicea. The encyclopedia  of religion. page 104-105)
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